EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2006

Hello and welcome to the April newsletter.

Written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 

Spring is about a month late this year, thanks to a cold and windy March. However April has more than made up for that with some gloriously golden days. The leaves have just unfurled and the hedgerows are full of yellow primroses and dog violets, a roaming stoat or two, some insomniac tawny owls hooting in the daytime and some tiny, pointy-nosed shrews if you look hard enough. I recently came nose to nose with a stoat that was playing possum in our courtyard because the farm cat was hovering nearby. I bent over for a better look and the stoat jumped up, narrowly missing my face, and all three of us screamed and ran in opposite directions. Thankfully country life has been more peaceful since then! The Exmoor fields are full of bouncy lambs. It’s lovely to see the black and white dairy herds out to pasture again. All feels very well with the world.

 

News from some members of the Group includes:

· Beachborough  House: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/beachborough.htm 

Robert has finished building the tennis court at Beachborough. Vivian says that her B&B guests are very welcome to use it and she will supply ‘old’ rackets and balls.

· Voley Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 

Judith and Jim say: ‘We had our first litter of piglets on the farm in March. Well, Elvira Pig did and she’s very proud of them. Gloucester Old Spots are very good mothers and Elvira grunts happily when she is feeding her brood. They are hilarious. They gang together to try and push over the water trough and they are already trying to lift my feet off the ground with their snouts. This is a trick they must have inherited from their papa, George only he’s better at it than they are’. 

· Buzzards and Toads Breech: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/buzzards.htm 

Andrew is a passionate local fisherman and has sent this fishing news:

‘When you walk beside, or picture in your mind’s eye, one of Exmoor’s sparkling rivers or streams, don’t just marvel at the pure clear water or the patterns of ripples over the age old rocks, reflect on what’s below the surface. As well as trout, there will most probably be young salmon; from eggs spawned by adults early last winter. Think of the marvel of the migration of young salmon smolts down the river and northwards across the oceans to feed under the icecap before returning, as adults, miraculously, to the rivers and steams in which they were born on Exmoor. Unfortunately you also need to reflect on the ravages on these salmon from pollution and predation by the world’s worst culprit – man! Fortunately it is possible to help salmon in fresh waters. Over the last four years volunteers from Dulverton Angling Association have worked to improve the salmon and trout habitat on the waters they control on the River Little Exe and recently to help the West Country Rivers Trust, (see www.wrt.org.uk) conduct a survey of an important part of this river to help discover why this tributary of the main river Exe is under-performing in comparison with its larger tributary, the River Barle. Both rise high in the Exmoor Chains within a few yards of each other. An Exe Project Officer has just been appointed to work for one year to continue salmon habitat improvement work on the Little Exe. There is also a new ‘Fish the Exe Scheme’ whereby several riparian owners have generously donated regular days fishing on the main river to open up the fishing to more locals and to visitors. Locally these £10 day permits are administered by Dulverton Angling Association through Lance Nicholson in Dulverton, (see www.lancenich.f9.co.uk). Fishing for salmon may seem at variance with its dwindling numbers but it is fishermen who are driving these habitat improvements and wish to see an increase in salmon populations and thereby the number that can be harvested in a sustainable way. This new scheme, run by RETA with a new voluntary code of practice, is aiming for a return to the river of 60% of rod caught salmon’.

· West Ilkerton: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westilkerton.htm 

Tortie says that: ‘Lambing is nearly over and went very well, mainly due to our very helpful guests - Sophie, Bernie, Alex and Charlotte, to name a few! We have finished calving, and have been blessed with mainly heifers and we have also had three Exmoor filly foals. To fend off any accusations about being sexist, I'd better mention our new bull who is arriving this week. He's a very handsome fellow called Whitefield Millennium and he's (you've guessed it!) rising six years old. Basil the Shire horse is having a well-earned retirement but Spec and Sherman will be shod and ready for work in a couple of weeks. This year we are using them for ‘Heavy Horse Experience Afternoons’ for up to 4 people, rather than horsedrawn tours for larger groups, because we're all getting older.

· Leys Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/leysfarm.htm 

Debbie and John say that the ‘new additions to the family are a small black heifer calf called Rowena and we are waiting for our second calf. Four little weaner piglets (two Gloucester old spots and two Berkshire/Tamworths) will be free ranging soon’.

· West Hollowcombe: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westhollowcombe.htm 

Michael and Amanda Sareen say: ‘Sarah Weston, a horse trainer who uses the Monty Roberts methods, came to stay at West Hollowcombe in February to look after the animals while we went away. She intended a quiet holiday with her husband David but said that she would do some training with Robbie and Merion, the two Exmoor ponies, while she was there. Val Sherwin, from the Moorland Mousie Trust, had some other ideas for Sarah. The BBC were filming a series with Johnny Kingdom, due to go out in the autumn. And so it was that a film crew followed the progress of a foal, taken off the moor in October, as he was loaded into a box at Ashwick and brought to Hawkridge for a week of "humanisation". They returned eight days later to see and record the transformation that had taken place as Billy was put through his paces round an obstacle course in our garden. Needless to say, Billy has not left West Hollowcombe and has joined the other two fostered ponies in the field now. They have put him in his place and tolerate his childish antics as they are nearly 3 years old and don't play quite as often. Robbie will be leaving in May for further training and no doubt Val has her eye on another youngster to replace Merion later in the year! Meanwhile we have partitioned off the lower fields so that the grass gets a chance to recover from either the ponies or the sheep and the ewes with their new lambs are up in the top field where we can waste lots of time watching them gambol around!’

Some seasonal guided walks in May and June run by the Exmoor National Park include: 

· Lynmouth Harbour boat trip where you can experience Exmoor's dramatic Heritage coast in an open 30 seat boat with a commentary from an Exmoor National Park Ranger. Bring waterproofs and warm clothes. Details at the National Park Centre, Blackmoor Gate 01598 763466.

· Enjoy the Blues with a National Park Ranger and wander through the woods. Take in the sight and scent of spring bluebells and spot wildlife beside the rushing river.

· Pedal Exmoor - Hillsford Bridge where you can learn how to ride legally, safely, sustainably and enjoyably on Exmoor whilst passing through stunning scenery. Participants must have own bike, helmet and be capable of riding 20 miles off-road including steep, technical and rocky tracks.

· Hedges & Quoins Join a National Park Ranger for a walk along Parracombe's paths and find out about the art of good hedge-making and keeping from a local farmer.

· Seaside Safari - Wildlife Week (27 May – 18 June) Find out 'who is eating who' in the rock pools and ‘what is hiding where’, with a National Park Ranger. Fun for all ages.

Details of these and many more walks are at:

 http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/april_2006_to_june_2006.pdf
The North Devon and Exmoor Walking and Cycling Festival runs from 

28 April - 2 May. There will be lots of guided walks and cycle rides for people of all abilities. See details at http://www.walkingnorthdevon.co.uk/
The Exmoor Folk Festival takes place in the Brendon Valley area during

12–14 May. Attractions include Morris Dancers, folk and craft workshops, and concerts. Major artists include Harvey Andrews. Harvey began his career in 1964 and has produced 15 albums of his own songs. He has appeared at many festivals and on TV, as well as writing for musicals. The ultimate "Writer of Songs" . Details are at: http://www.exmoorfolkfestival.co.uk/index.html
The Minehead May Fest is on from 29 April - 1 May. This is your chance to step back to a time when magic, mystery and mischief were all around. Share the centuries old Hobby Horse tradition and celebrate the coming of summer. The Hobby Horse is still a vibrant part of the English traditional landscape. Long may it stalk the streets of Minehead on Mayday... 

See details at: http://cajunmusic.co.uk/hh/uk/minehead/
The South West Countryside Fair takes place at Wimbleball, Dulverton from 13-14 May. This promises a great day out in the country for all the family with falconry flying displays, Victor's Dog & Ducks, Raventale Giants, Clay Pigeon shooting, watersports; art, craft and produce stalls..... and much more. Phone Lisa Tame on 01643 821425 for details.

Wimbleball Lake is hosting one of the Ironman World Triathlon Championship qualifying events on 18 June for the very first time. This consists of a 1.2 mile swim, 56 mile bike race and 13.1 mile run with 1500 athletes competing for 100 places and is quite a coup for Exmoor. See details at:  http://half.ironmanuk.com/
The Hunting of the Earl of Rone festival takes place in Combe Martin over 26-29 May. This traditional ceremony has a Pagan Hobby Horse procession, preceded by a chase through the woods in pursuit of the 'Earl' who when caught is placed backwards on a donkey and led in a procession through the village to the beach - where he is dumped into the sea! For further information call Combe Martin TIC on 01271 883319 or see: http://www.bbc.co.uk/devon/discovering/hometown/combe_martin_contd.shtml
The North Devon Festival runs throughout the month of June with a wide variety of events, arts, entertainment, sports, literature and exhibitions across North Devon. 

For more information call 01271 324242 or go to: www.northdevonfestival.org
Two jolly events take place in the unspoilt Georgian market town of South Molton. The South Molton Vintage Rally on 3-4 June (phone 01769 574122 for details) and the Old English Fayre on 17-18 June (phone 01769 574180 for details).

The annual Lynton and Lynmouth Music Festival takes place from 9-11 June. Apart from the stunning settings and the fact that the Festival is free the word has been spreading about this unparalleled eclectic event that has been endorsed, and frequented by, by the likes of Radios 1 and 6 Music Steve Lamacq, as well as being featured in London’s Time Out listings magazine top 50 events of the summer. For further information see http://www.llama.org.uk/
Come and enjoy some of the above and have a lovely peaceful off-season break on Exmoor before the summer crowds come. Stay with members of The Exmoor Holiday Group who will offer you personal service and excellent hospitality. 

That’s the news for now. We look forward to welcoming you to Exmoor soon.

With best wishes,

Judith

The Exmoor Holiday Group  
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