EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP
NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2006
Hello and welcome to the February newsletter.

Written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 
Spring is in the air and the wild snowdrops are blooming at last, a little later than usual after some hard but very beautiful frosts. They appeared suddenly in drifts under the hedgerows. The Exmoor coast is also full of the hidden and the unexpected. Did you know that it has a waterfall as high as Niagra? Holelake Fall drops120 feet near Woody Bay, and although the height of Niagra Falls is 176 feet its water fall is classed as a 70 feet drop because of all the rocks below. The marine cliffs at Great Hangman near Combe Martin are the highest in Britain. The Exmoor coastline stretches for about 30 miles in and out of the inlets from Minehead to Combe Martin. Many of these inlets, gullies and caves can only be reached by boat and you can take a guided boat trip to see some of them. If you prefer walking to boating then the coastal footpath takes you up to 1000 feet in places with spectacular views of the hogback cliffs and boulder beaches. Here and there a buttress of sandstone, slate or shale has resisted erosion to become a  secure bluff sometimes as high as 250 feet. These provide excellent viewing platforms for bird watching and photography as well as good sport for climbers.

 

News from some members of the Group includes:
· Wick House: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/wickhouse.htm 

Sheila will be running an upholstery course starting on Monday 20 February for five days. Anyone interested should contact her as there are still a couple of spaces left. The teacher is George Parsons from Dunster.

· Voley Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 

Jim found himself being Mr Midwife with the arrival of Edna Calf 2 months earlier than expected. She’s thriving but she can’t moo properly yet so she barks when she’s happy. Elvira Pig’s new trick is pinching the hose pipe out of her water trough and spraying gushing water about. I’m sure she thinks this is funny. She then biffs me on the knee with her nose to make sure I’ve paid attention.
· West Hollowcombe: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westhollowcombe.htm 

Michael and Amanda Sareen  say: ‘Here at West Hollowcombe, the winter months have brought about some changes. The grass is not growing so hunger has meant that the ponies are queuing up to come and spend some time inside with a nice hay net and this has given them a good opportunity to study builders and their vehicles and equipment at closer quarters. A cement mixer is an object of curiosity but flapping plastic sheets over piles of bricks and tiles can be very frightening unless they have a carrot to munch on at the same time! We have had three different sets of builders in, one team in our house, one team replacing some windows in Jasper, Kiri and Norton and the third improving the insulation and the outlook of Smiddy. Returning guests will find improvements without any changes to the essential character of the cottages’.
· West Ilkerton: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westilkerton.htm 

Tortie’s Exmoor ponies have started foaling already. Tortie says: ‘Don't they know it's winter? We have had 2 foals so far. The father is an Exmoor stallion called Orange Juice so we are thinking of Sunny Delight and Fanta for names. Any other suggestions? We are also calving at the moment, with 4 calves to date and our old blind ewe has had early twins again. She has to be kept with the rams near the house in the summer because if she's moved into different fields with the rest of the flock she gets lost’.

· Twitchen Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/twitchen.htm 
Jaye and Helen say: ‘Throughout February and March we will be holding free guided farm walks on Sunday mornings for visitors to Twitchen Farm. This is in conjunction 
with a project that we are undertaking with the Exmoor National Park Sustainable Development Project to encourage our guests to enjoy and learn about the special plants and wildlife on the farm. By the way the Black Venus pub is enroute! Winter prices continue until the end of March and we will then be offering mid week breaks, bed breakfast and 2 course evening meal at £40 per person per night for a minimum of 2 nights. This will continue throughout May and the first 2 weeks of June. The spring flowers are absolutely delightful in this part of the world so we look forward to seeing you on Exmoor soon.’
Some seasonal guided walks in February, March and April run by the Exmoor National Park include: 
· Withypool Hill, Tarr Steps & the Barle Valley Meet a National Park Voluntary Guide and walk to Withypool Hill through heather and gorse, descending to the Barle Valley and Tarr Steps. 
· Nutscale to Cloutsham Ball Walk across Wilmersham Common and climb Stoke Ridge with a National Park Voluntary Guide. This walk includes a visit to Stoke Pero Church and Cloutsham Ball. 

· River to River Join a National Park Voluntary Guide for a good paced walk to Badgworthy Water, Exe Head and Farley Water with several climbs and drops.

· Below the Beacon Make your way along various lanes with a National Park Voluntary Guide on this walk under the highest point on Exmoor. Includes Long Lane, Hollaway Lane and Stone Lane 

· How to navigate on open moor land Visibility nil! Not a landmark or person in sight. Join a qualified Mountain and Moor land Leader and gain the confidence and skills to navigate off the open moor. 

· Access for All Join a National Park Ranger for a gentle tootle around the National Trust's easy access trail. See the sculptures from Wood 2004 and look out for wildlife.
· Charming Challacombe Join a National Park Ranger for a short walk around Challacombe and learn the history of the village, hear stories from locals, and visit the Easter-dressed church with its unusual medieval tower. 
For details of all of these  and many more guides walk see:
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/index/visiting/what_to_do/guided_walks.htm
The famous Snow Drop Valley will be open to the public throughout February. This beautiful hidden valley is owned by the Badgworthy Land Company and is an Environmentally Sensitive Area on the River Avill. The Exmoor National Park Authority runs a Park and Ride scheme from Wheddon Cross to Snowdrop Valley enabling visitors to get there without having to use cars. 
For more details telephone Brian Moore on 01398 322176 or 07966 334263 or see: www.wheddoncross.org.uk/snowdropvalley.htm 
Steam train enthusiasts will enjoy the Spring Steam Gala on 17 – 20 March and 

23 - 26 March. See www.wsr.org.uk/ssg2006.htm  for details of all the steam engines on display, timetables of events, shunting demonstrations and workshops you can get involved in.
Come and enjoy some of the above and have a lovely peaceful off-season break on Exmoor. Stay with members of The Exmoor Holiday Group who will offer you personal service and excellent hospitality. 
That’s the news for now. We look forward to welcoming you to Exmoor soon.

With best wishes,

Judith
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