EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP
NEWSLETTER JULY 2004

Hello and welcome to the July newsletter written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 
We’ve now finished the re-design of the Exmoor Holiday Group website at www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk . Do have a look - there are new photographs and new pages promoting the activities and produce that members of the Group provide for visitors to our holiday properties. You’ll also find a weekly updated Availability page listing late availability for the forthcoming two weeks. We welcome any comments and feedback about the new site.
The summer has brought some nice weather so far: a few rainy days and some glorious afternoons and sunsets. One of the great things about Exmoor is that you often don’t have to travel very far to find that what you thought was going to be a misty day has been transformed into better weather by the next village. So don’t let the weather forecasts put you off visiting the area. Anyway the occasional cloudy day sometimes bring unexpected treasures. I spent a happy hour recently watching a flock of about 50 House Martins swooping low to the ground and flipping past farm buildings in Red Arrows mode. They’d matched their low-level acrobatics to the weather.
News from some members of the Group include: 

· West Ilkerton Farm where Tortie and Chris Eveleigh run Shire Cart rides usually pulled by Basil and Crofter. Tortie has recently bought a fourth Shire horse and she says: “We've got a young black Shire called Spec (well, Balanfylde Speculator to be honest!) who works with our other black Shire, Sherman - so we're firing on all cylinders now. Haven't had the nerve to put all four on together yet!” See 

www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westilkertonfarm.htm
· Voley Farm where Jim and Judith have just got a small herd of Devon Ruby cattle, including four very pretty young calves called Spike, Spark, Spud and Poppy. Guess which one of the four is the girl?! See www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm
The Exmoor National Park is organising a lot of excellent walks over the next  few months. These are led by the National Park Rangers and are aimed at walkers of all abilities and include watching for red deer and badgers (bring binoculars), map reading (so you won’t get lost), boat trips along the coast from Lynmouth (amazing scenery and sea birds), and archaeology walks (did you know Exmoor is rich in prehistoric sites). For more details see the ENP website at

www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/Visiting_Exmoor/Enjoying_Exmoor/ENPA_eventswalks.htm 
The Mid Devon Town and Country Show will take place on 24 July and is one of the best one-day agricultural shows in the West Country. The day includes everything from heavy horse displays and sheepdog trials to classic car parades and farming demonstrations, food halls, craft marquees and flower exhibitions. For more details see www.middevonshow.co.uk/Index2.htm
LightQuest 2004 will take place at Castle Hill, a few miles from Barnstaple, over the Bank Holiday weekend of August 28-29. This is a superb illuminated night time walk which includes all sorts of unexpected entertainment along the walk. It takes in romantic Gothic follies, fireworks, tableaux, water features and ends with a grand son-et-lumiere performance of light effects set to music. For more details see www.lightquest.co.uk
That’s the news for now. We look forward to seeing you in the area soon.

With best wishes,

Judith

The Exmoor Holiday Group
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