EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP
NEWSLETTER MARCH 2005
Hello and welcome to the March newsletter.

Written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 
We’ve just had the first real snow of the winter, just as spring is arriving! It’s been very pretty, even if means more work for livestock farmers in making sure that their animals are fine and the water troughs aren’t frozen and everyone has enough hay. I saw some impressively wrapped-up walkers on Brendon Common jumping into snow drifts for fun. It won’t last long and anyway there are lots of cosy Exmoor pubs and restaurants for those visitors who want to stay in the warm. Spring is definitely in the air with wild daffodils starting to flower and new green leaves on the wild honeysuckles. Jackdaws are building messy nests (they always seem to drop as many twigs under their nests as they manage to weave into them). There’s quite a lot of walking news in this edition of the newsletter so I thought I’d throw in some facts about The South West Coast Path. This starts along the Exmoor coast and is the longest National Trail in England and Wales. The distance from the start at Minehead to the finish at Poole is about 613 miles. It takes roughly 40 days to walk the entire route. The Exmoor section was opened in 1978 and includes the highest and remotest parts of the path. It takes two or three days on average days to walk and includes ascents totalling more than the height of Ben Nevis. Why not come and do some spring walking on Exmoor and stay with members of The Exmoor Holiday Group who will offer you personal service and excellent hospitality.
News from some members of the Group includes:
· Rockley Farmhouse: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/rockleyfarmhouse.htm  
Renee and Terry Dover are guiding a walk on 3 May 2005 as part of The North Devon And Exmoor Walking And Cycling Festival (see below). This walk starts in the heart of Exmoor and takes in Moles Chamber, where you will hear about poor farmer Mole, and then it continues over open moor land passing other ancient barrows to the head of one of the main rivers off the moor, before returning for an excellent farmhouse cream tea (and, I can personally vouch for this).
· Voley Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm  

Judith Killen and James Vine started a small suckler herd of Devon Ruby Cattle last summer. They are very excited by the birth of their first ever calf on 27 February. Her name is Rose and she’s a bonny, bouncy baby, being well looked after by her mum, Bluebell, and all her aunties.
· West Ilkerton Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westilkertonfarm.htm
Tortie and Chris Eveleigh have 11 free-living Exmoor mares who, until recently, have spent most of their time on Ilkerton Ridge. During the winter of 2003-2004 a Welsh Cob stallion broke in and managed to get most of them in foal. The result is that they have nine Exmoor X Welsh Cob foals who were born during December 2004 and January 2005. The foals will be weaned in July and then they will be for sale. Tortie is also selling about seven of her registered Exmoor pony mares. Please contact her
if you are interested in purchasing any ponies and would like further details and pedigrees.

· Coombe Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/coombefarm.htm 
The new 57p Exmoor stamp recently issued by the Royal Mail features a photo of Chiselcombe which is very near Susan Pile’s Coombe Farm. Chiselcombe is a steep valley stretching south east from Lynmouth for about 3km. Chiselcombe is known for its demanding walks and spectacular scenery, including the River Lyn. 

· West Hollowcombe: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westhollowcombe.htm
As well as having self catering cottages, West Hollowcombe has been home to the tiny Hawkridge Post Office for the last 2 ½ years thanks to the government support of the rural Post Office network. Michael and Amanda Sareen say that it fulfils many needs in the their small village from buying stamps to topping up mobiles, withdrawing money to investing in Premium Bonds. In fact several prizes have been won in recent months by local investors! The PO is not just available to those who live in Hawkridge but to all of their cottage guests. Michael says that although the official PO hours are 9-1 on Mondays only, it is usual for them to get customers at any time due to the fact that customers know that if there is a queue they are likely to get a cup of tea and a hob-nob or home-made cake. 
· Weatherham Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/buzzards.co.uk 
Andrew Caldwell has been project managing work to improve the salmon numbers in the River Little Exe in the valley below the farm. The work is being carried out on behalf of the Dulverton Angling Association with the aid of volunteers, chainsaws, waders, sweat of the brow and funding from Exmoor National Park Conservation Grant Scheme in association with English Nature. They are doing a lot of bank clearing of debris and scruffy trees and some careful coppicing. This allows more light into the river in certain places and stimulates the whole food chain. In time there should be an increase in the number of salmon returning to the river as higher numbers of young salmon, (fry and par), flourish in their early life in the river before their great ocean migrations start. This environmental work also considers the effects on other species such as bats, river mammals and flora and fauna, including the dreaded alien weed; Japanese Knotgrass. 

For more information about conservation and fishing these waters see www.wrt@org.uk and  www.lancenich.co.uk  or contact Andrew.
Some seasonal guided walks and events in March and April run by the Exmoor National Park include: 
· Along the Barle for 6 to 8 miles with a voluntary guide taking in the River Barle and Two Moors Way 

· Lynmouth Harbour boat trip where you can experience Exmoor's dramatic Heritage coast in an open 30 seat boat with a commentary from an Exmoor National Park Ranger. (I can personally recommend this one!).
· Spring Flower Walk to celebrate the start of sunny spring days along the East Lyn River with a National Park Ranger. Enjoy the carpet of primroses, violets, wood anemones and wild garlic before climbing to an ancient hill fort for spectacular sea views.

· Spring Green Splendour with a National Park Ranger for a look into the past and present of Dunster and  the surrounding area. Visit Bats Castle, Gallox Hill and view the spring time landscape that local legend states inspired the words to 'All things bright and Beautiful'.
· Lakeside & Woodland  walk with a National Park voluntary guide across Haddon Hill, through South and West Hill Woods and back via the dam.

· A Woodland Sculpture Trail gently meandering with a National Park Ranger  around the easy access sculpture.
For details of all of these and many more guides walk see:
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/Visiting_Exmoor/Enjoying_Exmoor/ENPA_eventswalks.htm 

The 2005 North Devon & Exmoor Walking & Cycling Festival - 27April to 3 May
This is a festival of guided walks and cycling events covering Exmoor and North Devon. The festival is spread over one week and covers the May Day Bank Holiday. Events include:
· Intro to Mountain Biking with a member of National Park staff for good off-road ride through woodland with some lane riding and great scenery. 
· Exmoor Pony Walk in search of Exmoor Ponies with a National Park Ranger. 

· Where are we? Navigation Day learning how to use a map and compass in classroom and outdoor sessions with National Park staff.  
For more details see www.walkingnorthdevon.co.uk
New  Exmoor Walking Booklets. 
Three new booklets covering the South West Coast Path are now available from the Exmoor National Park Centres, Tourist Information Centres or directly from the South West Coast Path Association. They cover:

· Minehead to Porlock Weir, including circular walks at Bossington and Selworthy Beacon
· Porlock Weir to Lynmouth, including two different circular walks from County Gate
· Lynmouth to Combe Martin, including circular walks from Trentishoe and Woody Bay
For more details telephone  01752 896237 or see www.swcp.org.uk
The booklets are funded by the South West Coast Path Association and Exmoor National Park Authority together with a contribution from the Countryside Agency. 

There are still some Easter vacancies in Exmoor Holiday Group properties. 
That’s the news for now. We look forward to welcoming you to Exmoor soon.

With best wishes,

Judith

The Exmoor Holiday Group
www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk
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