EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP
NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2004

Hello and welcome to the November newsletter.

Written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 
It’s been a golden autumn with lovely flame-coloured leaves, some misty pink sunrises and, okay it’s true, some rather dramatic storms. It’s a wonderful time to go walking on Exmoor – not too many people about and the landscape looks quite stunning in the paler wintery light and without a leafy canopy. I recently walked up to Pinkery Pond by way of The Chains and it was a great walk despite some light mizzle. Herons were flying about and it was a still and mellow afternoon. I met another rambler and he reckoned that damp days brought out ‘walkers of character’! Then there is always the prospect of a roaring log fire to return to or a good supper in a local Exmoor pub.
News from some members of the Group includes:
· West Hollowcombe: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westhollowcombe.htm 

Michael and Amanda Sareen have been hosting birds-of-prey-days at West Hollowcombe. They invited George Pile, a local lad from Challacombe, to bring some of his birds to show to holiday visitors. These included a baby Barn Owl, named Snip, who was the size of a fluffy ball of cotton wool and a European Eagle Owl with an impressive 7 foot wingspan.
· Handley Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/handleyfarm.htm 
Linda and Brian Leigh-Firbank are delighted that they have been given a Gold Award for their B&B hospitality for the third year running. This has been awarded by VisitBritain (formerly the English Tourism Council).

· Beachborough Country House: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/beachborough.htm
Viviane and Robert Clout have been restoring their rambling Georgian rectory and creating a lovely informal country house B&B with flagstone floors, marble fireplaces and huge sash windows with shutters rather than curtains. They’ve found a  fascinating collection of items during the restoration work. Viviane said ‘Under the upstairs floor boards there must have been some good sized cracks and children have obviously been stuffing things down because we found several fairly thin things ....chocolate cigarette packets, a penny whistle and little small wooden toys all about a 100 years old !!’  Victorian spectacles still in their case turned up when Robert was digging outside the kitchen. Viviane has displayed some of these things in the dining room – a great snapshot of a bygone time.
· West Ilkerton Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westilkertonfarm.htm
The Exmoor National Park Authority has chosen one of Tortie Eveleigh’s photographs to go on one of their official Christmas cards. It shows one of her working shire horses in a snowy landscape on the farm near Barbrook. The cards can be bought from the National Park visitor centres at Dulverton (01398 323841), Dunster (01643 821835) and Lynmouth (01598 752509). 
Both of the following EHG members featured in the recent ITV series Exmoor Encounters which showed a different aspect of Exmoor life every week.
· Westermill Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westermillfarm.htm
The cameras followed the Edwards family as they worked on their 500 acre sheep and beef farm. Oliver Edwards talked about his love of Exmoor and how the farm had diversified into tourism with holiday cottages and a campsite. He was especially pleased with one of his recent projects - a new plantation of native trees that will mature after his lifetime and be there for future generations.
· Exmoor Falconry & Animal Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/exmoorfalconry.htm
Cathy and Glenn Powell were filmed with their hawks and falcons and explained how their love of animals had led them to set up their falconry business and B&B. Cathy said it  was ‘nerve racking filming at first, but we soon became used to the camera, and the team of Jill and Nick from Element Productions were wonderful to work with.  We hope everyone enjoyed watching……. we sell Christmas vouchers for all our activities for a day or simply a short hawk walk with us - unforgettable memories we hope’.
Details of the TV  program are at: www.itvregions.com/programmes_view.php?region=West&page=11547
A forthcoming winter event that is always good fun is Dunster by Candlelight on 
3 - 4 December 2004. This justly famous and historic event attracts visitors from all over the country. Every window will be lit by glowing candles and there will be a lantern parade through the picturesque village streets. You can do some Christmas shopping, enjoy watching the Morris dancers and magicians and listen to the hand bell ringers and medieval minstrels.
Some seasonal guided walks run by the Exmoor National Park include: 
- Torchlight Walks Through the Woods on 4 – 5  December 2004 in the forests around Dunster and Dulverton. Wrap up warmly, bring a torch and enjoy a magical woodland walk.
- A National Park Ranger will take you on a  Lets Look at Christmas Trees walk on 
3 December 2004 and help you get back to the tranquillity of nature.

- Or you can take a guided stroll around the weir, leats and buildings of the water powered Simonsbath Sawmill - Past, Present & Future on 18 December 2004. This is a fascinating trip into history as well as showing the future of sustainable timber use on Exmoor.
For more details of all of these walk see:
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/Visiting_Exmoor/Enjoying_Exmoor/ENPA_eventswalks.htm 

or phone the Exmoor National Park Visitor Centres: Dunster 01643 821835 and Dulverton 01398 323841.

Finally, the Exmoor National Park has won the Access Award for the National Park most active in opening up equestrian routes! If you like riding then why not bring your horse with you on holiday or else hire a horse. See the EHG Riding Holidays page at www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/riding for accommodation for you and your horse. For news about Exmoor equine events and shows, activities, establishments, services, suppliers and people see www.equinetourism.co.uk.
Come and enjoy some of the above and have a peaceful autumnal/winter break on Exmoor. Stay with members of The Exmoor Holiday Group who will offer you personal service and excellent hospitality. 
There are still some Christmas and New Year vacancies in Exmoor Holiday Group properties. 
That’s the news for now. We look forward to welcoming you to Exmoor soon.

With best wishes,

Judith
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