EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP
NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2005
Hello and welcome to the November newsletter.

Written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 
It’s now mid November and we’ve just had the first frosts of the winter after the most mild, if dampish, autumn. The valleys turned silvery in the early morning sunlight and I saw some badger claw marks in the frost outside the barn. The night skies are equally gorgeous at the moment. Mars and Venus are very bright and clear in the south west and the moon is rising at twighlight as a huge butter-coloured ball. It’s a time of year for contemplation as the pace of life slows down a little with the shortness of the days. The wild stags have claimed their territory and families of does. Rams are in the fields with the ewes for the tupping season. And my pigs have demolished another dry-stone wall. They think it’s funny to dig out large rocks with their snouts and toss them about like confetti. Guess who’ll be doing the repairs tomorrow. That is if the pigs let me and don’t make off with my hammer like last time….
News from some members of the Group includes:
· Handley Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/handleyfarm.htm 

Linda and George Leigh-Firbank have just opened their third luxury B&B suite. It has been finished to a high standard with English oak floor boards and Laura Ashley furniture and fabrics. The new suite has an ensuite shower room, colour TV, VCR, DVD player and radio. Linda says it is ‘ideal for one person or for an over night stay’.
· Hillway Lodge: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/hillway.htm 

Gillian Lamble is delighted with the new skewbald Exmoor foal produced by her mare Gemma last June. She says that: ‘he has now turned grey and white which is classed officially as blue and white and is quite rare. What a surprise’.
· Weatherham Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/buzzards.htm 

Anne Caldwell has doggy news: ‘For those of you who have stayed with us and are thinking of coming back, there is a change to the Weatherham Farm dog residents. Sadly, last spring our springer spaniel, Snuff, went chasing heavenly rabbits. He was actually a year older than we had casually thought – thirteen! We have had a springer in the house for almost twenty years and even with the other two dogs, his absence has made things a lot quieter. This is from the “calmness” point of view, not noise, but if you are used to having springers around, too quiet! So a few weeks ago we bought a new pup from the same Sunstar line as Snuff. We had forgotten just how energetic and time consuming springer pups are. We think we have been conservative with the new pup’s name – Fijit!’.
· West Hollowcombe: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/westhollowcombe.htm 

Michael and Amanda Sareen have more news about the Exmoor Ponies that they foster at West Hollowcombe to help The Moorland Mousie Trust. Amanda says: ‘Robbie and Merion have been with us over a year now and are positively bored with going out for walks around the lanes so we have been taking them further afield. The most exciting walk for them was down to Tarr Steps where we led them through the river - in August when there was not much water there! Although Robbie is usually fearless and Merion more timid, this time it was role reversal as Merion strode across without a second thought and Robbie teetered at the edge and didn't like the stones being slippery under his feet. Once we regained dry land, he had to do some serious eating before he could contemplate the return journey! Late in the summer the family that first had Robbie from a wild foal came to stay. He still remembered them and renewed his friendship with their daughter. As a result they have said they will take him away in the spring to back him, that is train him to be ridden, and he will be going full circle. We shall be sorry to see him go but that means we can foster another Exmoor pony to keep Merion company.

· Voley Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm  

Jim and Judith are now selling their locally reared Shetland lamb and sausages to restaurants in Dunster as well as to local Exmoor hotels. ‘Excellent sausages' said Martin Hesp, a well-known West Country journalist, of their produce in a recent newspaper article about Exmoor food producers. 
· Kings Farm: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/kingsfarm.htm  

The Group welcomes new members Peter and Ruth Turner at Kings Farm. They give a 5 diamond welcome to B&B guests in a stunning setting on the banks of the River Barle.
· Flitton Oak Barns: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/flittonoak.htm  

The Group welcomes new member Diane Brooks at Flitton Oak Barns. Diane offers self catering, for groups of up to 11, in a spacious 5 star barn conversion near North Molton.

· The Tufters: www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/tufters.htm  

The Group welcomes new members Robert and Katherine White at The Tufters near Winsford. They offer both 5 star self catering, B&B and tailor-made all inclusive riding holidays.

Arlington Court is hosting its second annual Christmas Fair on 26-27 November 2005. This charming National Trust property began this tradition last year and it was a much-talked about event with over thirty stalls of yummy local foods, gifts and crafts. See details at:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-events/w-events-find_event.htm?propertyID=14
A forthcoming winter event that is always good fun is Dunster by Candlelight on 
2-3 December 2005 The picturesque village, with its famous castle, church, working mill, yarn market and many other historic buildings, steps back into history with the peaceful glow of candles in virtually every window. Each year visitors from all parts of the country come to enjoy shopping and entertainment or just to savour the unique atmosphere. In addition there is a lantern parade through the village, plus entertainment from Morris dancers, magicians, hand bell ringers and medieval minstrels. More information can be found at: www.dunsterbycandlelight.co.uk 
Some seasonal guided walks and events in November and December run by the Exmoor National Park include: 
- By Torchlight Through the Woods and forests around Dunster and Dulverton. Wrap up warmly, bring a torch and enjoy a magical woodland walk.
- Culbone in Autumn Walk with a National Park Ranger along wooded cliffs to the mystical hamlet of Culbone, reached only by footpath, to visit England's smallest church. 
- See Simonsbath Sawmill with the Sawyer and join a member of National Park Authority staff to see the machinery at the restored sawmill in operation and under water power when possible.
- Let's look at real Christmas Trees with a National Park Ranger for a walk through the winter-shrouded ancient woods of Dunster. Get away from the glitz & return to the tranquillity of nature.
For more details of all of these walk see:
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/index/visiting/what_to_do/guided_walks.htm
or phone the Exmoor National Park Visitor Centres: Dunster 01643 821835 and Dulverton 01398 323841.

Come and enjoy some of the above and have a peaceful autumnal/winter break on Exmoor. Stay with members of The Exmoor Holiday Group who will offer you personal service and excellent hospitality. 
There are still some Christmas and New Year vacancies in Exmoor Holiday Group properties. 
That’s the news for now. We look forward to welcoming you to Exmoor soon.

With best wishes,

Judith

The Exmoor Holiday Group  
www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk
PAGE  
1

