EXMOOR HOLIDAY GROUP
NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2004

Hello and welcome to the September newsletter written by Judith Killen of Voley Farm www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/voleyfarm.htm 
Autumn has arrived dressed in rich colours and glowing sunsets. The rosehips and berries are glorious this year. I’ve been happily picking wild blackberries (to make crumbles) and sloes (to make sloe gin as a Christmas aperitif). See below for tempting news of autumnal foodie events around Exmoor. The swallows are getting ready to leave in the last week in September. The bats are thinking about hibernating. The stars of the Milky Way are stunningly beautiful at this time of year. It’s worth a visit to Exmoor to see them unhindered by the neon glare of street lights. Some of us have been making hay recently – yes, there was enough sunshine and dry days to do this, despite the rainy weather forecast! Even on the damp days Exmoor visitors happily go surfing, riding, walking or exploring the local villages and tea rooms.
News from some members of the Group include: 

· Barkham: where John and Penny Adie are organizing the Two Moors Festival which takes place from 16 - 23 October 2004. This runs from Exmoor to Dartmoor  with concerts taking place in rural churches which are often worth a visit in their own right. The Festival is in its 4th year and features concertos, sonatas, piano quintets and organ recitals. There is something for everyone. Some concerts take place at lunchtime so younger audiences can attend. There is also an art competition being run for young people with prize money and the chance to have your painting exhibited at the festival. The Festival is run in partnership with Classic FM. Why not stay with the Exmoor Holiday Group and enjoy local food and hospitality as well as fine music. 
For more details see www.thetwomoorsfestival.com and 

www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/barkham.htm 

· Rockley Farmhouse: where Renee and Terry Dover are doing a guided walk and cream tea on 12 October 2004 as part of the Exmoor Food Festival which takes place from the 8 – 17 October 2004. Whortleberries, sheep's milk ice-cream, organic lamb, hand-made chocolates, wild mushrooms....These are just some of the reasons why the Exmoor Food Festival had to happen. There will be over 50 special events which combine the fabulous flavours and superb landscapes of this most diverse of National Parks in imaginative ways. The festival is a celebration of the landscape, food and the people of Exmoor. So get out and about, meet the producer or chef, enjoy the food and revel in the autumn colours! 
See www.exmoorfoodfestival.co.uk and 

www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk/rockleyfarmhouse.htm 
Another foodie event about to take place is The Devon Celebration of Food which starts on 1 October 2004. This includes all sorts of yummy treats featuring the very best of local produce and cuisine, from award winning restaurants with renowned chefs, delicious local produce, cheese and wine tastings, farmers' markets, cookery demonstrations and farm shops and country stores. See www.devoncelebrationoffood.co.uk 

You can get a different taste of Exmoor from your armchair by watching ITV’s screening of a series called Exmoor Encounters about different aspects of Exmoor life on Thursday evenings at 7.30am. Details are at: www.itvregions.com/programmes_view.php?region=West&page=11547
Why not come and experience Exmoor for yourself by staying with the Exmoor Holiday Group!
Sticking to the foodie theme of this newsletter the Exmoor National Park is organising a lot of excellent Ranger-led walks including Fungi Walks. For more details see the ENP website at:
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/Visiting_Exmoor/Enjoying_Exmoor/ENPA_eventswalks.htm 
The Exmoor Food Fayre takes place in Porlock Village Hall on 10 October 2004.  Meet the producers and buy some of the best produce on Exmoor. 
For further information see www.porlock.co.uk
 

Finally, don’t forget the Christmas turkey! There are still some Christmas and New Year vacancies in Exmoor Holiday Group properties. Why not book an autumnal/winter break and enjoy crisp walks, cosy evenings in front of a log fire, hearty meals made from local produce and some fine Exmoor hospitality.
That’s the news for now. We look forward to welcoming you to Exmoor soon.

With best wishes,

Judith

The Exmoor Holiday Group
www.exmoor-holidays.co.uk
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